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. 8ent a recommendation to the Congress to amend the Clean
Air Act by extending the current automobile emission stan-
dards for five vyears, from 1977 to 1981.

Initiated a cargo security program involwving Federal, local
and industrial cooperation in the reduction of cargo theft.

Developed an action plan for assisting U.S. international air
carriers, including the enactment of the International Alr
Transportation Fair Competitive Practices Act of 1974.




AN IMPROVED AGRICULTURAL SYSTEM

"The demand for agricultural products is at an all-time high both
here and abroad. In addition to supplying food for the tables
of over 213 million Americans, America's farms and ranches are
seen by many millions of people abroad as a source of nourishment.
Our agricultural abundance is possible not only because of the
blessings of fertile soil and advanced tecnnoleogy, but also be-
cause 0of the capable, hard-working, innovative people in whose
hands these immense food and fiber resources are entrusted.”
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April 2, 1975

To provide farmers with the opportunity to make their own de-

cisions, and receive income from strengthened markets, President
Ford has:

* Adopted a highly successful market-oriented farm policy, away
from the discredited subsidized programs subsidies of earlier
years. To preserve this trend reguired returning H.R. 4296
to the Congress; this bill would have increased government
controls over farmers, increased consumer food costs, and
fettered American farmers' access to world markets.

* Increased national wheat allotments for 1976 by 15%, broadening

the support protection for farmers in the event that wheat prices

fall below target levels.

* Strengthened Milk Market Order prices and dairy price supports,
and increased the 1975 crop cotton price support loan rate by
9 cents a pound.

*  Reached agreement with the European community to remove export
subsidies on industrial cheese coming into the country, en-
suring that surplus dairy products will not be sold in the
United States at cut-rate prices.

* TInitiated voluntarv aagreements with 12 countries to limit

their 1975 meat exports to this country, to protect domestic
cattle producers from a flood of beef imports from abroad.

* Assured farmers that they would have the fuel and supplies
necessary to carry out their production plans for 1975 in
order to meet the increased need for larger food supplies
at home and abroad.

* Increased the FY '75 funds available to Food for Peace by
$600 million, more than a 50% increase.

* Appointed a broad representatlon of farm commodity leaders to
assist the United States in upcoming trade negotiations, and
instituted a firm internaticnal trade negotiating policy
that will tie industry and agriculture together in upcoming

trade barrier negotiations.




-2

* .Directed the initiation of a grain export monitoring system
in 1974, to keep our agricultural exports moving smoothly
without imposing harmful controls upon them.




HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

"This Administration is committed to a prompt recovery of the
housing industry and to getting construction workers back on the
job. Both of these objectives and actions are crucial to our
overall economic recovery."

July 2, 1975

To promote better housing without disrupting his policy of
fiscal restraint, the President: .

* Urged enactment of and signed into law the Emergency Housing
Act of 1975, including provisions addressing mortgage fore-
closure and expanding the mortgage purchase programs of the
Government National Mortgage Association (GNMA).

* Authorized the Secretary of HUD to release $2 billion in
previously authorized Federal funds to assist in the purchase
of home mortgages.

* Signed into law the Emergency Home Purchase Assistance Act
of 1974, which permitted the GNMA to make commitments to
purchase mortgages at predetermined interest rates on new
or existing homes which do not qualify for FHA or VA
guarantees. '

"I think we can say without any reservation that the move from

the narrow programs of the past in community development to
programs that are very broad gauded, a consolidation of programs
such as model cities and urban development, will give a real
impetus to decision-making, local action, and local responsibility,
and I am confident that the mayors, the governors, the other local
officials will assume that decision-making, that action, and that
responsibility."
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t 22, 1975
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In an effort to redirect the narrowly defined community develop-
ment programs of the past, President Ford has:

* Signed into law the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974, replacing the outdated categorical grant programs with
new community development block grants and establishing a new
housing assistance program for lower-income families.


































































































































































































